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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH NEW DC SENATOR 

1 . EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND JUNIOR ECONOMIC OFFICER 
LUNCHED AUGUST 2 WITH NEW DC SENATOR ELECTED AS 
INDEPENDENT, WHO IS ALSO LEADING MILAN FINANCIAL FIGURE. 
SENATOR SAW DC REVITALIZATION AS PRINCIPAL ANSWER TO 
ITALY'S PROBLEMS AND UNHELPFUL ROLE OF PRESS AS MAJOR 
OBSTACLE TO DC S ABILITY TO GOVERN COUNTRY. 

2. SENATOR FELT DC REVITALIZATION WAS ONLY REALISTIC 
COURSE FOR THOSE WHO OPPOSE COMMUNISTS. SOCIALISTS 
ARE IN MISERABLE SHAPE AND SENATOR DOES NOT BELIEVE 
CRAXI OR ANYONE ELSE CAN PUT THEM BACK TOGETHER AGAIN. 
LAY ALLIANCE ALTERNATIVE IS DEAD, HAVING FAILED IN 
LAST ELECTIONS. SENATOR WAS ASKED WHETHER THREE-PARTY 
ALLIANCE MIGHT NOT HAVE FARED BETTER WITH MORE 
SUPPORT AND WEIGHTIER CANDIDATES. NOT SO, HE 
ANSWERED. MONEY WAS NOT THEIR PROBLEM AND. HAD 
GIANNI AGNELLI THOUGHT THEY WERE WORTH JOINING. 

HE WOULD HAVE DONE SO. 

3. DC, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS MADE SOME REAL 
CHANGES. UMBERTO AGNELLI DID NOT LEAVE FIAT FOR 
THE SENATE JUST TO SIT AROUND AND DO NOTHING. THERE 
ARE OTHERS, TOO, WHO WILL BRING NEW IDEAS TO PARTY. 
SENATOR WAS ESPECIALLY HIGH ON COMUNIONE E 
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EVEN IF THEY ARE A BIT TOO "INTEGRALIST" . SENATOR 
THOUGHT MASSIMO DECAROLIS "VERY RIGHT WING", BUT 
COMMENTED THAT PARTY NEEDS SOMEONE TO CHAMPION MIDDLE 
CLASSES. AND THERE IS NO QUESTION, HE SAID, OF 
DECAROLIS' CAPACITY AND COURAGE. 

4. SENATOR STRESSED DC MUST IMPROVE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
BOTH BY SPOTLIGHTING PCI DEFECTS AND BY PUBLICIZING ITS 
OWN SUCCESSES. HE TOOK CASE OF COMMUNIST-RUN BOLOGNA, 
ENFIXED IN PUBLIC MIND AS MODEL OF GOOD ADMINISTRATION. 
BOLOGNA, HE SAID, IS ABOUT SAME SIZE AS BRESCIA 

YET BRESCIA'S DC ADMINISTRATION CARRIES ABOUT 

HALF AS MANY EMPLOYEES ON ITS PAYROLL AS BOLOGNA AND 

IS IN MUCH BETTER FINANCIAL SITATION THAN BOLOGNA. 

THESE ARE KINDS OF FACTS THAT DC SHOULD BE PRESENTING 
TO PUBLIC. 

5. SENATOR RETURNED SEVERAL TIMES TO WHAT BY END 
OF CONVERSATION HAD BECOME HIS MOST INSISTENT THME: 
DAMAGING BEHAVIOR OF ITALIAN PRESS. THOSE WHO FINANCE 
ITALY'S NENNWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES MUST BE MADE TO SEE 
WHAT HARM THEY ARE DOING AND ACT ACCORDINGLY. ONLY 
EXCEPTION TO RULE IS IL GIORNALE, WHOSE CIRCUOLATION 
HAS LATELY RISEN TO 400,000, NOT AT ALL BAD IN 
COMPARISON WITH 600,000 FOR CORRIERE DELLA SERA. 

AS FOR LATTER, ITS NEWS POLICY IS CONFUSION AT BEST 
AND DOWNRIGHT LEFTIST AT WORST. EDITOR PIERO OTTONE 
IS, ON ONE HAND, BESET WITH COMMUNIST SUBEDITORS WHOM 
HE IS TOO WEAK TO CONTROL, AND ON THE OTHER, WANTS TO 
BE IN VOGUE. TO BE IN VOGUEIS, ALAS, TO BE LEFTIST. 

SENATOR WAS ASKED ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF DC INVESTING 
IN NEWSPAPER. HE SAID POSSIBILITY EXISTED AND WAS 
BEING DISCUSSED, BUT DID NOT ELABORATE. 

6. WITHIN PARLIAMENT, SENATOR SAID HE AND OTHER 
LIKEMINDED INDIVIDUALS (PRESUMABLY INCLUDING UMBERTO 
AGNELLI) HAVE FORMED INFORMAL GROUP WHICH HE HOPES WILL, 
IN TIME, HAVE INFLUENCE. ONE OF GROUP'S INITIATIVES 

IS ATTEMPT TO PUT PROFESSIONALS AND EXPERTS AT SERVICE 
OF DC PARLIAMENTARIANS SO"WE WILL KNOW WHAT WE ARE 
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TALKING ABOUT." SENATOR SAID SUCH PROFESSIONAL STAFFS 
ARE NOW LACKING. WRIGHT 
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